;T'here s Got to Bea Santa Claus!

(EDITOR'S NOTE: Omue of the best answers to the comglulnt (scant but disturbing) ¢

[~ “Merry Christmas! Shopkeepers’ holiday! Bah!” is this
playwriter and lecturer. It appeared in the Decem-

Channing Pollock, noted author,

hought-provoking article by

ber Rotarian Magazine through whose courtesy’ it'is reprinted here.)

g W-IEN SHE was a very little girl, my daugh-
ter asked, “What would you do’ Ir thel-o weren't
-ny trees?” A8

: “Why,” .1 answered, llghtheartedly “we’'d
hIVE to Invent some. We couldn't get on with-
out trees” 1

+ . There are’quite a lot of things — food,

' lhel(er, clothing — we couldn’t get on Mmhout
~and a number of wise men have made my sug-
‘gestion — we'd have to invent them. What we
“‘must have even more:than these are food' for
‘the mind, shelter for the spirit, that which
clothes the nakedness of mere animal existence,
“and gives warmth to human contacts,

We celebrate , Christmas as a religious
festival, but. a Christmas was celebrated hun-
“dreds of years before Christ. ’l‘he ancient peéo-
ple of the Angll in what IS now Britain, had in

a , on, “ ' night.”
‘l‘here had to be a day set aside for kindness,
and g Y, and g those we lave,
and Uwse less fortunate; e
! ‘Before and since Dickens wrote his im-
mortal “A Christmas Carol, there have been a
few. Scrooges who cried of Christmas, “Bah,
humbug"' I' have heard' modern Seroogeés : call
it ‘8’ shopkeepers' holiday and‘ a nuisance, ‘But
for' the overwhelming majority of. us, as for
Scmoge's nephew, it is “a.good time; a kind,
time; the only
time T lmow of In the long caléndar of the year

Wwhen men and women optn their shut-up hearts

f) I say God bless it!"

Thero is a certain magic in a day when

' even strangers bid us be merry; when the maﬂ

and telephone and ' telegraph and all the means

of devoted to :

*bring 'cheery wishes for “Merry Christmas!”:

Shopkeepers’ holiday? Bah! Humbug! ‘It isn'g

a mecktie or a. dollar bill that we. slip'into'.the,

hand of the janitor or the postman; it's .good-

will*and "thank you' for a year of service. It |

isn’t a toy train that we put under the tree’for
Junior; or a muffler that we wrap in red tissue
for' Aunt Julia, butj the knowledge that Junior
bas always wanted a train, and. Aunt Julia has
needed a. muffler, and the loving desire that,-
+ Just. this one day, they shall have “what they
want and need, and that we shall 'see’'the plea-
£ure in thelr eyes, and feel the warmth of thelr
Joyful kisses,

. Belleve it or not, and lmlle if .you..like,
but,“at—well, say 60, my wife and I still hang
up our stockings, What a lot of love and laugh-
~ter and tenderness'goes into the trifling’ gifts
we select - for. those symbols. We trim our m«a
tree! with bright stars and tinsel, and for

ahiead, in secret, we wﬂte mauages, and wmp.

‘real? Ah .

things in' gay paper, and hide them from: one
another until the morning of mornings.

Shopkeepers’ holiday! Was it only a'shav-
ing kit I could have got for myself that went
into that' starry package, or was it my daugh-
ter's heart that remembered the time, ages ago,
when 1'said, “Damn that old razor! Some day
I'm going to have one that fits into' my hand
properly!”? ‘What about the crate of orafiges
that comes every Christmas from a colored €le-
vator boy in Florida? I can buy better oranges,
but I can't buy what comes with these.

We dine every day, but there is.only one
Christmas dinner. For years that was a family
festival,“with all our dear ones about the table.
Most of them are gone now, and our Christmas
Buests are people who, whatever their means,
have np home of their own. Why? Well, when
I was 19, and away from my home for the first
time at Christmas, a very lonely lad, the mother
of a chap employed in the office with me asked

me ic her home. T never saw her again; she has |,

been ' dead nearly 40 years, but she and that
dinner live in my memory.

Last Christmas my wife and I had half a
dozen old ‘actors, forgotten now, and we talked
of the great days in the theater, and lived them
again until long after midnight. Irene Franklin,
who had been the idol of vaudeville, sang several
of ‘her-best songs to us, and a very old Shake-
spearean actor repeated — and how! — the
soliloquy from Hamlet. It took Christmas to
restore ‘ their heyday for an hour or two, and
that memory goes on our golden pile of Christ.
mases. ;
During a radio broadcast not long ago,
I met the middle-aged woman who, as a child of
8, wrote to the New York Sun, “Please tell me
the truth, s there a Santa Claus?” Every year
the Sum reprints the reply it made editorially in
1897: “Yes, Virginja there ‘is a Santa Claus,
He -exists’ as certainly as love and generosity
and devotion exist . ., There is a veil covering

“the uhseen world whlch not the strongest man,

nor even' the united strength of all the strong-
est men  that ever lived, could tear apart. Only
faith, fancy, poetry, love, romance, can push
aside ‘that curtain and view and picture the
supernal beauty and glory beyond. Is it all
. in all this world there is nothing
else real and abiding.”

Of course there’s a Snm.a! And if there

:wenn"ti he-would be the very first of-the things

we'd have to invent. Life must have'love and a
little childlike faith to be endurable; and the
year must have at least one day when we dre
more conscious of falth and'love than of busi-
ness and 'bombs and all the realities nobody.
doubt(—-and nobody wants!
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CUB SCOUTS
CELEBRATE
BIRTHDAY

In observance of their first
anniversary. as a unit, membetrs
of Cub Pack No. 241, received
a number of awards, and. en-
Joyed a large birthday cake at
the regular monthly parents’
pack meeting last Friday night
at the Sf. Andrew’s Guild hall.
Cubmaster A.. C. Turner pre-
sided.

The pack was a* year old
Nov. 30. Service stars were
presented  to  the: following
charter: members: Larry Fisch-
er, Harrison | Rese, Ver Non
Greene, Bill Roos, Jerry Mecll-
‘vaine, Kenneth - Mosher, = Lory
WaLmn, Dick and Jack ’l‘umer
The boys honored. Rev. Paul
Wheeler, new assistant . cub-
master, with a “grand howl”

the parents about Cub ‘Seout
work. L. B. Ross, chairman of
the committee’ in: charge of ‘the
Pack, reviewed' the year's ac:
tivities :and introduced his'com:
‘mittee ¥red Fischer, Dan Mosh-

L..F. Watson and the Den
Mesdames " | Fischer,
Watson, H,G: Bsrtlett and ‘A,
C. Steele.. ;

“Turner gaye Llon awards to
Mrs, . J.. J. ‘Millard for ‘her son
Bill /and to ‘Mrs, ‘Claude Stevens
for ‘“her ' son ‘Walter. A" Wolf
badge was ‘presented to Jimmy
Burchett, Gold /Arrows to: Rich:
ard: Mitchell and Walter Stevens
and “a - Silver . Arrow’.to.. Dick

> Bach’ den ‘gave a short
stunl. qnd ‘the, meeting: closed
w,mr & ‘“Living  Cirgle” The
irthday, cake, made by Mrs, M.

Q. Gu.llnnore, was served.
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The exhibit has been designed
in: order to bring to the atten-
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important bird. A full under-
standing of its habits is a nee-
essary ald in furthering public
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les
eration with the Los  Angeles
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Home Developer
Wants Street
Improved

Reporting that he was shortly.
to begin construction of a six-
house project on Martha ave,,
near Hawthorne and Sepulveda
blvds,, George P. Thatcher, Man-
thn Beach contractor, wrote
the city councll| Tuesday nlght
requesting that ‘Martha be im-
proved at once. He sald the
street’ was in bad condition. The
request was reférred to the city
street and enclmrlng depart-
nmm for:

GLAMOUR

How many’ of us know: that %9

County Museum, in coop- |

Junk Collector -
Falls fo Get License;
Must Face Judge

m{ﬂe to obtain the city
ncil's approyal of his request
for a junk colléctor's license,
Thomas R. Druin of Los Ange-
les must now take his chances
before  Judge John Shidler.
Druin was arrested about two
weeks ago for collecting without
ailicense and Shidler gave him
two weéks to get one. The coun-
cil Tuesday night refused his
request when Councilman George
V. Pawell pointed out:

“We have two licenses out al-
ready for the collection of junk
here and we have considerable
diffloulty tracing stuff picked
up by, them by, mistake now.”

Wards of State Will -
(Enjoy ‘Sweet’ Christmas

I‘nmm of California's var.
lo tutions will enjoy a
“sweet!’ Christmas, ' according to
State Finance Director George
Killion.

He said today approximately
16,000 pounds of 'Christmas
candy 'has been ordered at an
average price of 8% cents per
pound delivered. .

About 7,000 pounds of assort-
2d nuts also have been requisi-
tioned, Prices ranged from 10%
cents per pound for peanuts to
22 cents per pound for pecans,
Almonds were eliminated  this
year as the best price quoted
was 62 cents, Killion sald.

In addition, Christmas gifts
for distribution to working pa-
tlgnts at the institutions were

'l‘uqt-

ed at a cost of $0,079,

California

, Pipes,

WATCHES

The gift of constant re-
membrance, Choose from
the finest of popular makes.
UL CRASEALSd Aot

BULOVA

Tipy — beautiful . — ac-
curate, 17 jewels ....$37.50

Goddess of Time in nat-
ural or-pink gold=
filled, 17 jewels

Miss Amenca — one’ ofthe
finest, tiniest,
Bulovas, 17 ]ewels $37.50

A He-man's s watuh 17-10w-
el, curved to °

: the wrist ',

GRUEN

the precision watch.
" s

One of the many fine, tmg
watches, 17 jewels $39.7]

Nurge's. watch with sweep
second hand,
15 jewel

Famous Gruen Verithin,
17 jewals

HOWA/RD'S proudly pre-
sent these gift ideas from
their selection of fine Jew-
elry,

’ BUY ON OUR EASY PAY PI.AN

Here's up to the
minute  styling.:
Perfect, blue-
white - diamond.

-~ Four blue-white . Dia~
monds matched in 18 k
Gold.—

Set 2 Rings $68.50

Modern, streamlined
diamond. duo. Perfectly
matched.

Set $30.00

Patrlcian Swirl deslgn
— one you'd proudly
give—

2 Rings $57.50

Interlaced yellow and
white gold — something
truly different. Set—

$57.50

It's pleasant'to Shop at . . . 3t

HOWARD'S . . . Look all

you

like , . . no high pressure here,

El h Gift Artistically W d
( o ek Qi XT;A“CK( r-urc

Bla/ all yory
(%zmz?fma q /fd 0%t ol

Muny fine new |
“rings in salid’
gold—from ]

Quality gold-
filled and sol
id gold lockets
—double pic-
ture compart-
ments from—

CROSSES

Many to
choose from.
From—

p e dofetd
o :uti'n"g d:l&
From— Z

| Keychains.

- $1.10,
. §2. 20

Py d pencils from EV:
Ea"S'Hz"RP and PARKER

$3.25 to $29.75

Singly or in Sets

SHAVERS.

§1.50 to
$19.15

lasting, 'solid ;
rings g cameos, , birth:

512 95

HOWARD'’S

1503 CABRILLO — TORRANCE




